Neighborhood Watch Summary
· A Neighborhood Watch program acts as the “eyes and ears” of the police department since the residents know what looks suspicious in our community.  For example, a car parked in the community for a couple of days that we do not recognize would be suspicious to us but not to the police.

· The Neighborhood Watch program consists of the following positions:

· Neighborhood Coordinator-coordinate meetings with owners; liaison between community and police.

· Block Captain-Most active position in order to make the program work.  Gather telephone numbers of owners and establish an emergency contact sheet.  The Block Captain would order Neighborhood Watch signs which are purchased through the Home Owner’s Association.  The signs are installed free of charge.

· Block Watcher-Observes suspicious activity while walking or driving through the community. 

· There is an increase in the popularity of the Neighborhood Watch program.

· There is a suppression detail going on in our area this month which includes increased staffing.

· Crimes such as tire slashing are usually done at night; burglaries are usually during the day.

· Gang related crime-Our community has experiences two instances of gang related crime.

· A home security survey is done by the police free of charge.

· Consider an outside motion light.

· Operation Identification-Keep a list and pictures of valuables such as jewelry.  Make at least one copy of the listing to keep outside of your house such as in your office.

· Engrave your Maryland driver’s license number on items.  A pawn shop usually will not take an item if it is engraved and the seller’s driver’s license number does not match the number engraved on the item.

Handouts will be posted to the website

